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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 1062 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, TH, KS 

SUB J : AVAILABILITY OF DIESEL FUEL FOR IMPORT INTO THAILAND 
REFERENCE: BANGKOK 2335 

KOREA HAS ADEQUATE BUT NOT EXCESSIVE SUPPLY OF DIESEL FUEL FOR 
DOMESTIC NEEDS AT PRESENT TIME. IN VIEW OF SUPPLY SITUATION AND 
BAN ON PRODUCT EXPORTS TO THIRD COUNTRIES IMPOSED BY SAUDI 
ARABIA WHEN KOREA WAS DESIGNATED AS FRIENDLY COUNTRY FOR RECEITP 
OF CRUDE OIL, ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS MAKE EXPORT OF DIESEL FUEL 
TO THAILAND UNLIKELY. WE BELIEVE THAT ROKG MIGHT BE PERSUADED BY 
POLITICAL ARGUMENTS, HOWEVER, AS SUGGESTED BY EMBASSY BANGKOK. 
EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT DISCUSSION OF MATTER ON BASIS OF POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS IS BEST PURSUED BY RTG DIRECTLY WITH ROKG THROUGH 
NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 
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